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Global Legal Studies Program Welcomes 

Six IP  Vis i tors  from Sri  Lanka 

In  2003,  Sr i  Lanka adopted a new,  st ronger inte l lectual  property l aw. S ix  profess ionals 
charged with  enforc ing  that  new law wi l l  v i s i t  The John Marshal l  Law School  on  Tuesday,  
Sept.  7,  to  share  news of  the  IP  developments  in  Sr i  Lanka and  to  learn  something about the 
U.S.  exper ience with  develop ing and enforc ing intel lectual  property  r ights .   

The v i s i tors  coming to John Marshal l  -  a  judge,  a  sen ior  off ic ial  in  the Attorney General ' s  
o f f ice,  and several  attorneys in  pr ivate  pract ice  are specia l i sts  in  inte l lectual  property 
r ights  i s sues in  Sr i  Lanka with  respons ib i l i t ie s for  enforc ing  the new law. 

The delegat ion  includes  Judge Kankan i  Tantr i  Ch itras i r i ,  the  Commercial  H igh  Court  judge of  
Co lombo, Sr i  Lanka;  Susantha Nandadeva Balapatabendi ,  s tate  counse l  in  the Attorney 
General ' s  Department;   

Gayani  Tharanga de Si lva,  an inte l lectual  property  attorney and consul tant,  responsib le 
for  the f i rs t  Sr i  Lankan inventor  to  obtain  a patent  under  the Patent  Cooperation Treaty;  
Rani l  S .S.  Buddhike  I l langat i l lake,  an  attorney in  one of  Sr i  Lanka ' s  lead ing  commerc ial  law 
chambers;  A.B.  Ayesha J inasena,  state  counsel  in  the  Attorney General ' s  Department;  and 
A.A.  Patr ine  D i l ruksh i  D ias  Wickramasinghe, s tate  counse l  in  the Attorney General ' s  
Department and a v is i t ing  lecturer  in  contract  law at  the Un ivers i ty  of  Moratuwa.  

They are  in  the  Un ited States  to  study approaches  to  protect  in te l lectual  property  r ights 
and to learn how cases  are  prosecuted and adjud icated in  the United States.  

The John  Marshal l  Law School  has one of  the s t rongest  IP  programs in  the United States,  and 
i t  i s  recognized as  an  internat ional  tra in ing center  for  legal  profess ional s  to  learn  about 
intel lectual  property l aw. For  example,  the  law school  i s  currently  host ing a  delegat ion of  
v i s i t ing IP  profess ional s f rom the People ' s  Republ ic  of  Ch ina,  part  of  the  law school ' s  10-
year  program with the State In te l lectual  Property  Off ice of  the People ' s  Republ ic  of  Ch ina.  

John Marshal l  i s  al so  recogn ized  as  an  internat ional  leader  in  the f ie ld  of  Informat ion 
Technology and Pr ivacy Law, a  f ie ld  of  law closely  related to  many of  the  techn ical  and 
legal  i s sues involved in  intel lectual  property law.  

The Sr i  Lanka v i s i tors  wil l  have an  opportunity  to  meet  Professor  Lesl ie  Re is ,  d irector  of  the 
Center  for  Info rmat ion Technology  and Pr ivacy Law,  and with  other in te l lectual  property,  
info rmat ion technology,  and internat ional  law professors  at  John  Marshal l ,  includ ing  Wil l iam 
T.  McGrath,  associate  di rector  of  the  Center for  Intel lectual  Property  Law;  Professor  Dor i s 
Long,  an  internat ional ly -recogn ized  expert  in  in ternat ional  intel lectual  property  l aw; 
Professor  Tayyab Mahmud,  cha i r  of  the  John Marshal l  G lobal  Perspect ives Group;  and 
Professor  Gerald  Berendt,  assoc iate dean for  Advanced Stud ies and Research.  

Students  board  and staff  members f rom the  Journal  of  Computer  and  Informat ion Law and 
the  Rev iew of  Intel lectual  P roperty Law, and members  of  the  Intel lectual  Property  Law 
Assoc iat ion and the Internat ional  Law Soc iety are  inv ited to  attend the sess ion  from 3 to  5 
p.m. on 3-East.  

The v i s i t  to  John  Marshal l  was organ ized by Professor  Mark  Wojc ik,  Di rector  of  John 
Marshal l ' s  Global  Legal  Studies  P rogram, which i s  sponsor ing  the v i s i t .  Professor  Wojc ik 
worked with the Internat ional  Vi s i tors '  Center  in  Chicago,  wh ich  organizes  internat ional  
v i s i t s  through the U.S.  Department of  State  and i t s  Bureau  of  Educat ional  and Cultural  
Affa ir s .  Among other posi t ions  that  he  ho lds,  Professor  Wojc ik  i s  a l so the current Chai r  o f  
the  I l l ino i s  State  Bar  Assoc iat ion ' s  Sect ion  on In ternat ional  and Immigrat ion Law.  

 


